
 
 
Water bills to jump $97; Aquarion mulls additional hike 
By Christopher Haraden 31.JAN.08 
 
Water service in Hull is about to get more expensive. 

Two unrelated issues will impact the bills of Hull 
ratepayers in 2008 Ð the end of a 10-year-old state rebate 
program that absorbed part of the cost of AquarionÕs 
$40-million treatment plant, and plans by the water 
company to raise rates for the fi rst time in seven years. 

Aquarion spokesman Martin Cohn did not specify how 
much of a rate increase the company will seek when it 
petitions the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Utilities in the coming months; rates last were increased 
by 10.5 percent in May 2001. 

Of most immediate concern for HullÕs ratepayers, 
however, is the disappearance of the rebate, shown as the 
Òtreatment facility surcharge creditÓ on quarterly water 
bills. According to Aquarion Senior Vice President 
Larry Bingaman, each customer received approximately 
$24.25 per quarter as part of the rebate. 

The state LegislatureÕs failure to extend the rebate 
program beyond its expiration date of Jan. 31 means that 
most Hull water customers will pay an additional $97, or 
about 15 percent more, for water per year. 

The rebate resulted from a bill that state Sen. Robert L. 
Hedlund introduced on Beacon Hill in 1998 that 
provided $8 million per year for 10 years to 22 water 
districts across the state. These districts had constructed 
treatment plants prior to the establishment of a grant 
program that assisted communities with construction 
costs. HedlundÕs bill created a similar pool for older 
projects, including the Hingham treatment plant, built by 
Aquarion predecessor Massachusetts-American Water 
Company. 

Hedlund and state Rep. Garrett Bradley have sponsored 
legislation in the current session to continue the rebate 
program, but it has not been acted on by the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee. 

ÒWeÕre trying to come up with something thatÕs 
palatable,Ó Hedlund said Wednesday. ÒThe vibe weÕre 
getting is that Ways and Means they thought it was a 
one-time thing, and they have been budgeting with an 
eye toward this expense going away.Ó 

Bradley said he is hopeful that continued pressure on 
legislators will result in the billÕs passage. 

ÒClearly, we want to see this happen, and thatÕs why 

weÕre working so hard to see this happen,Ó Bradley said. 
ÒWeÕre all lobbying, but there is a financial concern for it, 
especially in a very tough budget year.Ó 

Bingaman said that last year, the average residential 
customer in AquarionÕs Hull/Hingham/North Cohasset water 
district used 70,900 gallons of water and paid an average of 
$646.  

ÒWith the 10-year grant award coming to an end in early 
2008, Aquarion began discussing a year ago with Sen. 
Hedlund and Rep. Bradley the financial impact to our 
customers,Ó Bingaman said. ÒWe were particularly 
concerned because we knew that, after seven years, we 
would be fi ling for a rate increase in the same year.Ó 

Bingaman said the stateÕs drinking water program is now 
more favorable than the original grants, because the interest 
on debt to finance a water project is included as an eligible 
cost. 

A hearing on Hedlund and BradleyÕs bill, S.B. 508, was held 
before the Joint Committee on Natural Resources, 
Environment and Agriculture on June 25, and it was reported 
out favorably and referred to Senate Ways and Means on Oct 
22. 

ÒWe strongly recommend that customers contact the Senate 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, Sen. Steven 
Panagiotakos, to ask for favorable action on S.B. 508,Ó  
Bingaman said. He urged residents to call the State House at 
617-722-1630 or to send an e-mail to 
Steven.Panagiotakos@state.ma.us. 
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